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Blackboard Mashups: Embedding Multimedia Content into Your Course Site

The Mashup function in Blackboard allows the viewing and sharing of media content from external
websites. At present, you can embed (publicly available) videos from YouTube Video and Flickr Photos
into your course site. A Mashup can be used in a variety of ways within a course, such as, a standalone
learning object, part of a test question, a topic on a Discussion Board thread, or as part of an assignment.
Although fully integrated within the Blackboard course, the Mashup resides on an external website,
reducing file space needs within a course.

Mashups can be added to your course site through a content area (available only to instructors; see Steps
1-8 below), or through the text editor (available to instructors and students, see Step 9).
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“All of the words” as search
option.

Office of Faculty Development and Instructional Technology: ofdit@sps.cuny.edu 10/30/2014


mailto:ofdit@sps.cuny.edu

Using Mashups in Blackboard (v.2)

20f3

Step 4

The search results from
YouTube will be listed on the
next page. If you click
“Preview,” you can view the
photo or video in a popup while
staying on the results page.
Click “Select” for the item you
wish to add.

Displaying 110 10 or100000d  Preview the video '

ew York City & Times Square Night Tc

Choose to add this
video to your course
page.

New York City Vacation Travel Guide | E

Duration: (6:01)
User: expedia Added: 3/6/13
YouTube Rating: £.8257575 of 5 stars - 5280 Votes Vie

Step 5

Blackboard automatically
enters the title of the video
but you can edit it if you like.
Enter a brief description of the
content, and instructions for
students if needed.

1. Add YouTube Content to Course

Enter a name and

# Name New York City &m descripton.

Color of Name i Black

Duration: (7:31)
User: cosmophotography - Added: 11/22/11
YouTube URL: http:/iwww.youtube. com/watch7v=N

Description
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Step 6

Under Mashup Options,
indicate how you'd like the
video to appear on the course
page:

e Thumbnail: A small picture of
the mashup displays on the
page with controls to launch
it.

e Text Link with Player: A link
to the mashup is displayed
on the page.

e Embed: The mashup
displays directly on the page
and can be played directly
within Blackboard.

We recommend using
thumbnails when creating
multiple Mashup items on the
same page, but if you are just
creating one or two, choose
“Embed Video.”

2. Mashup Options

o

Text Link with Player
Embed Video

Show YouTube URL @ Yes 5 Mo

Show YouTube information @ YE!‘NO

JE.

3. Attachments

For Flickr Images only:

e URL creates a link to the YouTube web site enabling
lisplays length of video, name of creator and the date u

full size when the Viey

Select "Yes" to show
students the YouTube URL.

Files can be attached here. Click Browse to select the jile fo attach ang

If you are embedding a Flickr image, you may want to set it to a medium

size since Flickr photos are often very large. To provide a link to the

original-sized image, choose “yes” next to “Show Flickr URL.”
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Step 7

Then, click on “Preview” at the
bottom of the page to check
that the viewing options are
okay. This is especially
important for Flickr photos.

[] Display Until
Enter dates as mm/dd/yyyy. T§ Click "pre\,’iew" t.

to check the size
of the image” \

5. Submit

Click Submit to proceed. Click Back to back. Click Preview to preview.

Step 8

The preview screen will show
you what students will see. For
YouTube videos, click “Watch
Video” (for Flickr photos, click
“View Photo”) and ensure that
the image is large enough to
show adequate detail.

Click “Submit” when done.

Tsunami evacuation route, Ko Phi Phi island, Thailand

i Tsunami evacuation route, Ko Phi Phi island, Thailand | Click “"Submit" if
:::a:“a«:mm.n 5/05 Last Updated: 8/13/13 ever’y‘[hing looks

Tags: thailand, island, nikon, memorial, evacuation, 1100, nikonf100, tsunami. kopheph
good.

License: All Rights Resarved

View Photo
|mage of the evacuaﬁn\

Click "View
Photo" to check
the image's size.

Back

Step 9

Adding a Mashup Through
the Text Editor

You (and your students!) can
also add a Mashup by using
the Mashup button found in any
Text Editor and selecting either
“YouTube Video” or “Flickr
Photo”. A pop up window will
open, prompting you to search
for a photo/video as in Step 3.
Follow Steps 3-8 as
necessary.

Note: If you only see one line of
formatting options in the Text
Editor, click on the chevrons in
the upper right corner to
access the full content editor,
including the Mashup option.

Click the chevrons to
access full content editor.

Text
T T T T Paragraph v Arial v 3(12pt) Yy=Z-iE-T- 2 & El\
$D0Oa g — =

HTHL £S5

Flickr Photo

YouTube Video

Blackboard Collaborate

Click the "Mashups" button
and select either "Flickr
Photo" or "YouTube Video"

Path: p

Attachments

If you select a file you do not want, click Do Not Attach to remove the attachment from the content item. The file itself is not deleted.

Attach File

Browse My Computer Browse Content Collection
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